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Board meetings 
Board meetings are typically 
held at 8:30 am on the third 
Tuesday of each month in the 
offices of Camano Water 
Association, located at  
82 W. Monticello Drive, 
Camano Island.   
 
Members are encouraged to 
attend. Call the office at  
(360) 387-9136 to confirm the 
date and time. 
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      Member News 
Autumn 2017 

All Camano Water Association (CWA) 

members are encouraged to participate in 

the annual membership meeting, 9:30-11 am 

on Saturday, October 28, 2017. Note that 

this date is changed from the previously 

scheduled November 4 date. The meeting 

will be held at Camano Water Association, 

82 W. Monticello Drive, Camano Island.  

One of the highlights of this year’s meeting is 

the presentation of the engineering plans for 

the Beach Drive pipe replacement project, 

scheduled to start in autumn 2018. Read 

more about this project on page 2.  

Another highlight will be a new video titled 

“From Aquifer to Tap: Your Water Works” 

which shows the process of water flowing 

from the aquifers and wells to your tap.  

An important responsibility of all CWA 

members is participating in system 

governance by voting in the CWA annual 

elections. This year, there are two positions 

up for election, and Duane Atkins and 

Richard Pelland are both running unopposed 

to be re-elected in their board positions. 

Read more about these candidates in the 

enclosed ballot. Then remember to vote! 

Agenda items include:  

 Treasurer’s report 

 Capital improvements  

 Planned maintenance  

 Future projects 

 Board elections 

Your vote counts! If you cannot be present, 

please use the ballots and proxy provided 

with this mailing. For more information, send 

email to info@camanowater.com or call 

(360) 387-9136. 

Annual membership meeting on October 28 

Camano Water Association aquifers replenish each year, ensuring a continuous supply of 
quality water flowing throughout our system. The blue lines shows the fluctuating aquifer water 
levels, while the red line shows the static water level. 

Your water company needs you — contact us to get involved! 
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Make sure the CWA office has your current phone numbers and email address. 

By the end of 2018, Camano Water Association (CWA) 
customers who live along Beach Drive and Holloway Lane 
will see new service lines and meters installed, replacing 
the oldest pipes in the system. 
 
The project—replacing 4,300 feet of pipe—is estimated at 
$850,000, and will be funded by the Capital Improvements 
fee. 
 
The 64-year-old four-inch asbestos concrete (AC) pipe that’s 
rusty, leaky, and corroded from salt water will be replaced 
with new six-inch wide, ½-inch thick high-density 
polyethylene (HDPE) pipe. This size meets national fire 
standards and the durable pipe is expected to last 75-100 
years.  
 
CWA has completed plans for the new pipe system, and these 
plans will be presented at the October annual membership 
meeting. CWA will submit the plans to Island County in January 
2018 and seek bids in May. The pipe replacement project is 
scheduled to start next autumn and finish by the end of 2018.  
 
All homes along the route will get new meters, new meter boxes, 
and double-check valve assemblies for backflow prevention. Two 

In memory of Ethel Bronson, CWA vice president 
Our dear friend and colleague Ethel Bronson passed away on September 1, just one 

month shy of her 70th birthday.  

 

Ethel joined the Camano Water Association (CWA) board in 2009, serving as trustee, 

treasurer, and most recently, vice president. She led efforts to develop the CWA 

Comprehensive Plan and to update employee policies. She was the board member 

representative on the CWA Safety Committee, and was the designated board signer on 

all membership transfers. On the board, she faithfully advocated for seniors in our 

community, especially on finance discussions. You could always count on Ethel. She 

never missed a meeting and would help out wherever needed.   

 

Ethel was a pleasant person with an excellent outlook on life. Her knowledge and experience helped facilitate CWA business 

and direction. We are fortunate to have known Ethel, and she will be greatly missed by us all. 

Beach Drive pipe replacement project plans to be revealed in October 

Camano Water Association  
Board Vice President  
Ethel Bronson, 1947-2017. 

This corroded water meter is an example of what will be 
replaced in the Beach Drive project. Not only will 64-year-old 
pipes be replaced, but all homes along the route will have new 
meters installed. 

new pressure reducing valves will be installed to reduce 
water pressure on Beach Drive to meet standards.   
 
Learn more about this project at the October 28 annual 
membership meeting. Or, email info@camanowater.com 
or call (360) 387-9136. 
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About a year ago, Camano Water 
Association (CWA) technicians 
detected higher levels of 
disinfection byproducts (DBP) in the 
water supply. To correct this 
situation, CWA has been working all 
year to reduce DBP to below 
standard levels. 
 
What are disinfection byproducts? 
As part of normal water treatment 
processes, CWA uses chlorine to 
disinfect its water supply. When 
chlorine reacts with naturally 
occurring organic matter and other 
substances in the water, other 
chemicals can form.  
 
Because of this process, the DBP 
called Total Trihalomethanes 
(TTHM) formed in the CWA system. 
Washington State Department of 
Health standards specify that the 
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) 
for TTHM is 0.080 milligrams per 
liter. Last November, CWA testing 
found levels at 0.0875. While this 
was a very small amount, it 
exceeded the MCL requirement. 
 
What has been done? 
Over the past year, CWA flushed 
the entire system in December and 
again as normal in March.  
 
In May, CWA contractors installed 
an inverted sprinkler system and 
roof air vents in three of its water 
storage tanks.  
 
In July, testing showed that the 
TTHM levels were below the MCL. 
This means CWA’s corrective 
actions are on the right track. 

Readings must be below the MCL 
for four consecutive quarters. 
CWA is continuing with corrective 
actions and taking quarterly 
readings. 
 
If necessary, CWA will install a 
custom recirculation mechanism in 
the water tanks at a cost of about 
$100,000. CWA might also install 
air pumps that force air through the 
water tanks, costing another 
$85,500. These two measures can 
help reduce DBP levels. If CWA 
needs to undertake these projects, it 
will pay for it using the Capital 
Projects fund.  
 
What should you do? 
According to the Department of 
Health, the presence of DBP is not 
an emergency, and customers can 
continue to drink the water. 
Customers with medical concerns 
can check with their health care 
providers. 
 
Stay informed 
Every 90 days, a notice is being 
sent to all members, informing them 
of the status of corrective actions.  
 
For more information, come to the 
annual meeting on October 28 (see 
page 1).  

Get involved with your water association 
The Camano Water Association staff and board invite CWA members to get more 
involved with the water system, its business operations, and its place in the 
community.  
 
If you’re interested, come to the annual membership meeting on October 28 (see 
page 1). Or, stop by the office or call (360) 387-9136 for a chat. 

Efforts to reduce disinfection byproducts from system are proving successful 

The annual full-system flush, which happens 
every March, also helps reduce the level of 
disinfection byproducts. Look for a notice in 
your bill and signs around your neighborhood 
when a system flush is coming. 

Get more information about your water at www.camanowater.com. 



CWA: Flowing quality drinking water to people in the Camano Country Club area. 

82 W Monticello Drive 

Camano Island, WA  98282 

(360) 387-9136 ofc 
(360) 387-3318 fax 
info@camanowater.com 
www.camanowater.com 

 

Two of these 
50-gallon 
drums show 
the amount of 
water you get 
for 85 cents 
on your 
Camano 
Water 
Association 
service. This 
is quite the 
bargain when 
you consider 
you might pay 
a dollar or 
more for a  
16-ounce 
bottle of 
water. 

Your bimonthly water bill includes three charges: 

• The base rate covers operations costs and planned 

system maintenance . 

• The capital improvement fee pays for special projects to 

ensure the water system’s infrastructure. 

• The water usage fee pays for the number of gallons used 

in your household, and is 85 cents for every 100 gallons. 

The average household uses about 3,730 gallons per month 

— more in the summer and less in the winter. For a two-

month usage of 7,460 gallons of water, you would pay 

$63.41. 

Make bill paying easy by signing up for automatic bill 

payments. Go to www.camanowater.com and click Sign up 

for the automatic payment plan. You can also email 

info@camanowater.com or call (360) 387-9136 to get 

started. 

For 100 gallons of water, you pay 85 cents on your bimonthly bill 

Inside: 

Ballots and meeting 

agenda  

http://camanowater.com
mailto:info@camanowater.com

